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Bishop Peter Codde, Vicar-General of Utrecht from 1669 to
1710, was Jansenist, and, refusing to submit to the injunctions
of the Pope, practically constituted Utrecht as an independent
Jansenist Church. This body, the Jansenist Church of Utrecht,
which recognizes Papal and Roman Catholic dogma and
discipline according to the constitutions of the Church down
to and including the Council of Trent of 1563, has maintained
itself in existence, with the episcopal succession renewed at
the demise of each of its bishops, to the present time.
Towards the end of the century the Papacy received a much
more direct attack than that of the Jansenists (who, indeed,
had never meant to attack the Papacy) from Febronianism.
Bishop Johann Nikolaus von Hontheim was not an obscure
priest who could be ignored. He was born in 1701, the son
of a noble family, which had been for many generations in the
service of the Prince-Archbishop of Trier. After receiving an
excellent education at the Jesuit school at Trier and the Uni-
versities of Trier, Leyden, and Louvain he entered the priest-
hood. In 1748 he had risen to be suffragan and vicar-general
to the Archbishop of Trier. In this office he had an enormous
amount of administrative business to perform, but he found
time and energy also to pursue his historical and religious
investigations. As historian of Trier, Hontheim is a scholar
of importance; as a writer on ecclesiastical affairs he shook
the Church to its foundations. His book De Statu eccksia et
kgitima potestate Romani pontifiris, published in 1763, was, of
course, condemned by Clement XJJI and subsequent Popes;
and Hontheim eventually submitted and signed a form of
retraction which both sides agreed to consider as satisfactory,
He died in 1790 on his estate of Montquentin.
The main propositions of Hontheim's book Concerning the
Condition of the Church and the Legitimate Power of the Pope
are, briefly, that the Pope is not infallible, but is subordinate
to the whole Church; that an appeal may be made from a
decision of the Pope to a General Council; and that in every
country the authority of the Church should be exercised by
national or provincial synods of the bishops. These propositions,